5 Mistakes That Tank Your
Digital SAT Score

(With real practice questions and full solutions for each fix)

| got into a specialized high school through the admissions exam myself, and I've spent the years since
tutoring students across NYC for the Digital SAT and math. This isn't just a list of mistakes — every
section includes a real practice question so you can actually apply the fix, not just read about it.

Mistake #1: Practicing Like It's the Old Paper SAT

The Digital SAT is section-adaptive: how you perform on the first module of a section determines the
difficulty — and score ceiling — of the second module. Studying only from old paper SAT books trains
you for a different test structure entirely.

Fix: Practice with Digital SAT-format materials so you understand how the two modules connect.

TRY IT — Here's what that adaptive jump actually looks like:
Module 1 style question: If 3x + 7 = 22, what is the value of x?

Module 2 (harder) style question, same core skill: If 2(3x —4) + 5 = 3x + 9, what is the value of
xX?

SOLUTION

Module 1: 3x +7 =22 - 3x=15 - x=5.

Module 2: 6x -8 +5=3x+9 - 6x-3=3x+9 - 3x=12 - x=4.

Same underlying skill (solving linear equations), but Module 2 adds an extra layer — distribution
before you can isolate x. That's what "adaptive" means in practice: not new topics, more layered
steps.



Mistake #2: Never Practicing Inside Bluebook Before Test Day

Bluebook is the official app the test runs on, with its own tools — highlighting, flagging, an on-screen
timer. Walking in without using it means learning the interface during the actual test.

Fix: Run full-length practice tests inside Bluebook, and actually use the highlight/annotate tool on reading
passages.

TRY IT — Practice using the highlight tool as you read:

"Urban gardens have grown popular in cities for their ecological and social benefits. However,
critics argue that without proper funding, garden plots often fall into disrepair within a few
years, undermining their long-term value."

Question: The author most likely mentions the concern about disrepair in order to —

(A) argue against urban gardens entirely (B) present a limitation worth considering alongside
the benefits (C) prove that funding is always insufficient (D) contrast city gardens with
suburban gardens

SOLUTION

Answer: B.

Highlighting “however, critics argue... undermining” shows this is a balancing point, not a full
rejection — which rules out (A). “Often” is not “always,” which rules out (C). There's no suburban
comparison anywhere in the passage, which rules out (D). Highlighting the exact contrast word
(“however”) is exactly the kind of thing the annotate tool is built for — practice spotting it.



Mistake #3: Ignoring the Built-In Calculator

Every student gets a built-in Desmos graphing calculator for the entire Math section — but a lot of
students default to old mental-math habits and lose time on questions Desmos could solve in seconds.

Fix: Practice specific Desmos shortcuts — like graphing a parabola to read off its vertex directly — before
test day.

TRY IT:
What is the y-value of the vertex of y = 2x2 — 8x + 3?

SOLUTION — two ways to solve it

Algebra: x = -b/2a=8/4=2. Theny =2(2)2-8(2) + 3=8 - 16 + 3 = -5. Vertex: (2, -5).
Desmos shortcut: type the equation directly into the calculator, then click the vertex point on the
graph — it labels the coordinates for you instantly. On a multiple-choice question, this is a
5-second check instead of a 45-second calculation.

Mistake #4. Studying Vocabulary as Flashcard Lists

The Digital SAT tests words through "Words in Context" questions — meaning has to be inferred from
the sentence around it, not recalled from a memorized definition.

Fix: Practice with full sentences and real question sets, not isolated word lists, so you build the skill of
reading for context.

TRY IT:

“Despite the town's initial skepticism, the new policy proved remarkably , reducing
traffic accidents by nearly forty percent within its first year.”

(A) controversial (B) effective (C) temporary (D) ambiguous

SOLUTION

Answer: B.

The context clue is “reducing traffic accidents by nearly forty percent” — that's a clear success
outcome. “Controversial” doesn't match a result that reduced accidents (A wrong). Nothing in the
sentence suggests the policy was short-lived (C wrong). The forty-percent figure is specific, not
ambiguous (D wrong). The blank has to match the tone of the result described — that's the
whole skill this question type tests.



Mistake #5: Never Reviewing Wrong Answers

Doing practice test after practice test without reviewing what went wrong means repeating the same
mistakes at the same rate, every time.
Fix: Keep a simple error log. For every missed question, write down why — patterns show up within the

first few tests.

Linear equations Rushed, misread a negative sign Slow down on sign changes, double-check before moving on

Q27 Words in context Picked a word that sounded right, not confRexreaatthedull sentence before choosing

If you'd like a second pair of eyes on where your prep stands, | offer a $25 trial session so you can
see if working together is the right fit — no pressure either way.

Book your $25 trial session —

Or visit thecoretutorials.com
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